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Meeting 
Information

Meeting 1: 
Entire South Coast AQMD 

Jurisdiction

Meeting 2: 
Entire South Coast AQMD 

Jurisdiction

Meeting 3: 
Coachella Valley Meeting*

Date Wednesday, May 25, 2022 Wednesday, May 25, 2022 Thursday, May 26, 2022

Time 1:00 p.m. 6:00 p.m. 6:00 p.m.

Virtual
https://scaqmd.zoom.us/j/91200605609

Zoom Webinar ID: 912 0060 5609 
Teleconference Dial In: +1 669 900 6833

https://scaqmd.zoom.us/j/91200605609
Zoom Webinar ID: 912 0060 5609 

Teleconference Dial In: +1 669 900 6833

https://scaqmd.zoom.us/j/95634334998
Zoom Webinar ID: 956 3433 4998 

Teleconference Dial In: +1 669 900 6833

* Will cover entire South Coast AQMD jurisdiction and  additionally highlight Coachella Valley

Regional Workshop and CEQA Scoping Meetings

https://scaqmd.zoom.us/j/91200605609
https://scaqmd.zoom.us/j/91200605609
https://scaqmd.zoom.us/j/95634334998


o Local air pollution control agency 
Å Largest of the 35 local air 

agencies in CA and in the U.S.

Å 10,743 square miles

Å 17 million residents 

o Key Responsibilities
Å Regulate emissions from stationary sources 

Å Develop and implement plans to meet air quality standards

Å Permit and inspect 28,400 affected businesses 

Å Administer over $200 million of incentive funding annually

Cleaning The Air That We Breatheé

South Coast AQMD
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World Health Organization
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2020 Top 10 Causes of Death
Cause World Deaths

Ischaemic Heart Disease 6,755,954

Stroke 5,463,915

Lower RespiratoryInfections 3,050,943

Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary (Lung) Disease 2,986,236

DiarrhoealDiseases 2,647,915

Tuberculosis 1,737,922

HIV/AIDS 1,378,852

Preterm Birth Complications 1,358,066

Trachea, Bronchus, Lung Cancers 1,205,688

Road Injury 1,167,008

Citation: https://www.who.int/data/gho/data/themes/mortality-and-global-health-estimates/ghe-leading-causes-of-death

Air pollution is 
the largest cause 
of unavoidable 
prematuredeath

Air pollution 
affects the 
diseases causing 
death

https://www.who.int/data/gho/data/themes/mortality-and-global-health-estimates/ghe-leading-causes-of-death


What is Ozone
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Modified from https://www.pca.state.mn.us/air/ozone

Complex, 
chemical 
reactions

Ozone forms in the atmosphere in 
the presence of sunlight

https://www.pca.state.mn.us/air/ozone


Health Impacts of Ozone
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ÅOzone precursor pollutants 
also increase PM2.5 
pollution

ÅPM2.5 can cause premature 
death in addition to other 
serious health effects



Ozone Formation
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Our Challenge
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Our region has historically suffered from 
some of the worst air quality in the United 
States

We have made significant progress, but still suffer 
from poor air quality
ÅWorst ozone (smog) in the country
ÅAmong the worst fine particulate matter (PM2.5)

Los Angeles c. 1950

Los Angeles 2017



National Ambient Air Quality Standards*
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U.S. EPA sets air quality standards for pollutants considered harmful to public health 
and the environment

The standards are reviewed approximately every 5 years

The latest standard was for 8-hour ozone standard set in 2015

Areas do not meet the standard must develop a plan to meet the standard by 
specific timeline

If the standard is not met by the due date, federal sanctions and draconian federal 
regulations kick in

* NAAQS cover ozone,particulate atter, lead,carbon monoxide, sulfur dioxide,and nitrogendioxide



Air Quality Management Plans (AQMPs)

Å AQMP is a blueprint for how the region will meet national ambient 
air quality standards

Å AQMP is also required under California Health & Safety Code 
since 1979

Å {ƻǳǘƘ /ƻŀǎǘ !ƛǊ .ŀǎƛƴ ƛǎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ άŜȄǘǊŜƳŜέ 
nonattainment area for the 2015 8-hour ozone 
standard

Å 2022 AQMP addresses control strategy to meet the 
ozone standard by 2037*

* Other air quality standards are notpart of this plan
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2022 AQMP Process
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Control Measures

SCAG Regional 
Transportation Plan

South Coast AQMD 
Control Measure

AQMP

U.S. EPA
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Ozone Trends in the South Coast Air Basin

Approximate Ozone 

Background Level

Overall air quality has 
dramatically improved

High ozone in recent 
years were due to 

adverse meteorology. 
Continued emission 

reductions will improve 
ozone
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8-Hour Ozone Design Values



Ozone Trends in the Coachella Valley
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Ozone levels in the 
Coachella Valley are 
well below the 1979 

1-Hour Standard

Ozone levels are 
approaching the 1997 

8-Hour Standard



Coachella Valley Attainment Status
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Criteria

Pollutant
Averaging Time Designation

Attainment

Date

Ozone(O3)

(1979) 1-Hour (0.12 ppm) Attainment
11/15/2007

(attained 12/31/2013)

(1997) 8-Hour (0.08 ppm) ά9ȄǘǊŜƳŜέ bƻƴŀǘǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ6/15/2024

(2008) 8-Hour (0.075 ppm) ά{ŜǾŜǊŜέ bƻƴŀǘǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ 7/20/2027

(2015) 8-Hour (0.070 ppm) ά{ŜǾŜǊŜέ bƻƴŀǘǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ 8/3/2033



Key Pollutants for Ozone Attainment

o NOx reduction is key to attain 
ozone standards

o No path to meet ozone standards 
through VOC reductions without 
substantial NOx reductions

o VOC reductions

ÅCan reduce PM and can also reduce 
ozone at high NOx levels

ÅMuch less effective for reducing 
ozone at the low NOx levels needed
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*Carrying Capacity is maximum allowable NOx emissions to attain a standard

Carrying   
capacity* about 

63 tpd

15


